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needed to stand together, and would not have been welcome
in the capital where it was exerted. In the case of France
and Russia this is seen from paragraphs in despatches of
Izvolski and Sazonov which were suppressed from the
original Russian Orange Book. On July 27, immediately
after his return from St. Petersburg, Izvolski telegraphed
to Sazonov:
"Directly after my return to Paris, I discussed the
situation with Bienvenu-Martin, in the presence of Berthelot
and Abel Terry. They confirmed the details of the steps
taken by the German Ambassador, of which you have been
informed by Sevastopulo's telegrams nos. 187 and 188. . . .
Schoen laid especial emphasis on the expression of solidarity
of Germany and France. According to the conviction of
the Minister of Justice [Bienvenu-Martin], these steps on
the part of Germany are taken with the evident object of
disuniting Russia and France, of inducing the French Gov-
ernment to make representations at St. Petersburg, of thus
•compromising our ally in our eyes, and, finally, in case of
war, of throwing the responsibility not on Germany, who
is ostensibly making every effort to maintain peace, but on
Russia and France. . . . Altogether, I am surprised how
correctly the Minister of Justice and his colleagues under-
stand the situation, and how firm and calm is their deter-
mination to give us the most complete support, and to
avoid the slightest appearance of disunity between us."73
Fortunately for the French point of view, Sir Edward
Grey's proposal was capable of being interpreted as includ-
ing mediation between Austria and Serbia, as well as be-
tween Austria and Russia, for it spoke of "Vienna, Bel-
grade, and St. Petersburg." This was seen by Viviani, who
informed Bienvenu-Martin from on board the France, "The
action of the four less interested Power? cannot . . . be
73 Izvolski to Sazonov, July 27; M.F.R., p. 516; Romberg, pp. 22-23 /
Uvre Noir, II, p. 281-282; c/. also R.OJB., 35.

